Workshop Leaders

Dean A. McManus (Introduction, Two Paradigms, Challenging Encounters, Office Hours)


Dean is Professor Emeritus in the School of Oceanography and Faculty Associate in the Center for Instructional Development and Research.  He has twice received the COFS Award for Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching. For three years he was a Distinguished Speaker for the National Association of Geoscience Teachers and has led national workshops on innovative teaching in the geosciences.

Jennifer Morford (Relating to Your Students)

Jennifer was a TA in both the chemistry department (undergraduate students) and the oceanography department (graduate students).  She also taught a course at Pacific Lutheran University.  She is very interested in incorporating diverse teaching methods, such as cooperative learning and problem solving, into her future course content.

Scott Veirs (Motivating Students to Learn)

Scott is a fourth-year graduate student studying hydrothermal vent system geology, geochemistry, and physics.  He recently returned from a leave of absence during which he taught an oceanography lab at San Francisco State University for two semesters and worked as an assistant scientist with the Sea Education Association during the intervening summer.  He served as a UW TA for Introductory Oceanography (Ocean 101) last winter quarter and will be the Lead TA for the School of Oceanography this year.

Jeff Abell (Using Questions to Improve Thinking)
Jeff’s most cherished moments as a graduate student have involved TAing and have inspired him to make teaching more of an integral component of his education.  He finds  that guiding others to an understanding of how things work is sometimes more fascinating than doing the research that leads us to discovery.  As a workshop leader and participator, he hopes to continue his own pedagogical development and to assist others in gleaning as much as they can from their TA responsibilities.

Richard Strickland (Leading Discussions)

Richard is a Lecturer in the School of Oceanography who has been teaching Oceanography 101 on campus and by correspondence for the past eight years. He is also a marine science writer and editor. His training in teaching began in undergraduate school, where he earned a teaching certificate along with his oceanography degree.

Fritz Stahr (How to Determine Your Teaching Goals and Assess Your Students’ Learning)

Fritz is currently a postdoc studying heat flux from hydrothermal vent fields with Russ McDuff. He received his Ph.D. in physical oceanography here in 1998, studying the North Atlantic Deep Western Boundary Current with Tom Sanford (APL). His teaching experience includes TAing Ocean 401, 460, 510, and 511, then teaching Ocean 101 spring and summer 1999 at Pierce Community College and UW.  He found inquiry-based and experiential teaching techniques to be very powerful, yet not often used.

Lisa Gilbert ( Grading)

Lisa is a 4th year graduate student in Marine Geology & Geophysics. She has been a TA at the University of Washington and Dartmouth College and has taught science and math programs at the Pacific Science Center, the Montshire Museum of Science, and Vermont Technical College.

