X-Sender: yates@cerf.net

X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Pro Version 2.2 (32)

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Date: Wed, 29 Jan 1997 22:03:36 -0800

To: masters@cive.Stanford.EDU

From: Joann Yates <yates@cerfnet.com>

Subject: Wedding Sunday 2/2

Gil:

I faxed this to you at the university, but thought I'd send it this way as

well.  Please call if you have any questions.  408 996 9082.  See you

Sunday, otherwise.

Celebrating the Marriage of Joann Yates and Bill King

February 2, 1997

1) Music (??????)

2) We are gathered here today to witness and celebrate the joining of Joann

Yates and Bill King in marriage; to be with them, and to rejoice with them,

as they make this important commitment to each other. We come together not

to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that has long

existed. I am honored to assist in this bonding, but truly, no minister or

priest, nor public official can create a marriage. Only Joann and Bill can

do that with their mutual commitment to love, respect and care for each

other. We are here as witnesses to their publicly stated vows, but even this

role is superfluous, as it is the vows already spoken in their hearts that

most matter.

Events such as these are markers in our lives, turning points that establish

substance and direction. Times such as these remind us all to pause for a

moment in our busy lives to remember and to reaffirm the importance of the

love we share with our own spouses, parents, siblings, children, cousins,

friends.

Clearly Joann and Bill recognize the importance of friends and family in

their own lives  Although not all family members and friends close to Joann

and Bill could be present at this gathering today, those represent the

essence of the mutual love and delight Joann and Bill share with their wider

community of friends and family. 

Joann and Bill, on this day of your marriage you stand somewhat apart from

all other human beings. You stand within the charmed circle of your love...

a circle that is also formed by your families and friends who are here to

give you their blessings and to surround you with their love as well.

Love is one of the most intense experiences that we human beings can have.

It adds depth and meaning to our lives while it gives us the strength to

face fear and uncertainty with courage. Love is one of life's greatest joys,

and when combined with real friendship, both are infinitely enhanced.

Joann and Bill, are you ready to be married? (We are.) Would you join hands,

please. The hand which each of you offers to the other is an extension of

yourselves; just as is the warmth and love which you express to each other.

Cherish the touch, for you are touching another life.

Bill, will you repeat after me please?

I, Bill, take you, Joann, to be my wife. . . . I promise to love you, to

cherish you, and to honor you. . . . 

Bill, do you promise to respect Joann, and care for her during times of joy

and hardship; will you always be at her side as a partner and a best friend?

(I will)

Joann, will you repeat after me, please?

I, Joann, take you Bill to be my husband. I promise to love you, to cherish

you, and to honor you...

Joann, do you promise to respect Bill, and care for him during times of joy

and hardship; will you always be at his side as a partner and as a best

friend? (I will)

Scott and Katie, would you bring the rings, please?

Scott, will you give Bill the ring, please?

Bill, please repeat after me: 'Joann, I give you this ring as a symbol of my

undying love.,'

Katie, would you please give Joann the ring?

Joann, please repeat after me: "Bill, I give you this ring... as a symbol of

my undying love."

Thank you Scott and Katie.

To close this celebration, I would like to read an Apache wedding prayer:

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now you will feel no loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the

other.

Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, to enter the days of your life together.

And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.

Since Bill and Joann have vowed to be loyal and loving toward each other,

formalizing in our presence the existence of the bond between them, it is my

pleasure to pronounce them husband and wife. 

You may now kiss one another.

Regards, 

Joann Yates

408 252 9193; 408 252 1173(fax); yates@cerfnet.com

