
Wedding of Martine Sacks and Kenneth Kaufmann

August 31, 1997

At the Edgefield, Troutdale, Oregon

We are gathered here today to share in the celebration of the marriage of Martine Sacks and Kenneth Edward Kaufmann.  We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists.  I am honored to assist in this bonding, but truly, no minister or priest, no rabbi nor public official can create a marriage, only Martine and Ken can do that with their mutual commitment to love, respect, and care for each other.  We are here as witnesses to their publicly stated vows, but even this role is superfluous, as it is the vows already spoken in their hearts that matter.

This marriage is an expression of the many varieties of love.  Love is one, though its expressions are infinite.  We live in a world of  joy and fear, and search for meaning and strength in the seeming disorder.  We discover the truest guideline to our quest when we realize love in all  its magnitudes.  Love is the eternal force of life. Love is the force that allows us to face fear and uncertainty with courage.  

But, you must "be of love . . a little more careful than of

anything (else)"  For the giving of yourself in love is difficult,   for you must learn to give of your love without total submission of yourself. Therefore, in your giving, give your joy, your sadness, your interest, your understanding, your knowledge, your humor, all expressions that make up life.  And in this giving, remember to preserve yourself-- your integrity, your individuality.  It is out of the resonance between separateness and union that love, whose incredible strength is equal only to its incredible fragility, is born and reborn.


Devotion, joy, and love can grow if you nurture them together.  Stand fast in that hope and confidence, believing in your shared future just as strongly as you believe in yourselves and in each other today.  In this spirit, you can create a partnership that will strengthen you all the days of your lives.

pause

Events such as this one are markers in our lives, turning points that establish substance and direction.  These are times for beauty and color, poetry and song.  Ken and Martine have picked a poem to read in this ceremony today.
POEM
Gil to Ken: 
Ken, do you come before this gathering of family and friends to proclaim your love and devotion for Martine?  Do you promise to affirm her, respect her, and care for her during times of joy and hardship?  Do you commit yourself to share your feelings of happiness and sadness?  Do you pledge to remain faithful to her?
Ken: 
I do.
Gil to Martine: 
Martine, do you come before this gathering of family and friends to proclaim your love and devotion for Ken?  Do you promise to affirm him, respect him, and care for him during times of joy and hardship?  Do you commit yourself to share your feelings of happiness and sadness?  Do you pledge to remain faithful to him?

Martine: 
I do.
Gil to Ken:
Ken, will you look into Martine's eyes, and into her heart, and repeat after me?
(Ken) 



I, Ken Kaufmann, commit myself to our lifelong partnership in marriage.  

I promise to comfort you, to encourage you in all walks of life.   

I promise to express my thoughts and emotions to you,  and to listen to you in times of joy and times of sorrow.  

I love you, and you are my closest friend.  

I, Ken, take you, Martine, just as you are, above all others, to share my life.
Gil to Martine:
Martine, will you look into Ken's eyes, and into his heart, and repeat after me?

(Martine)


I, Martine Sacks, commit myself to our lifelong partnership in marriage.  

I promise to comfort you, to encourage you in all walks of life.   

I promise to express my thoughts and emotions to you, and to listen to you in times of joy and times of sorrow.  

I love you, and you are my closest friend.  

I, Martine, take you, Ken, just as you are, above all others, to share my life.

RINGS:

Martine and Ken have chosen to exchange rings as outward symbols of their vows.  From the earliest times, the circle has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol of committed love.  An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commitment of love that is also never ending.  As often as either of you looks at this symbol, I hope that you will be reminded of the commitment to love each other that you have made today.
(give ring to Ken?)

GIL TO Ken:  
Ken will you please repeat after me:
I, Ken, give to you Martine, this ring,  . . . . . 

as a symbol of my commitment to love, honor, and respect you.
?ring 

GIL TO Martine:
Martine, will you please repeat after me:

I, Martine, give to you Ken, this ring,  . . . . . 

as a symbol of my commitment to love, honor, and respect you.

THE BLESSING (to assembly):

Friends and family of Martine and Ken, this is a moment of great celebration.  Let it also be a moment of dedication. The world does a good job of reminding us of how fragile we are. Individuals can be fragile; relationships can be fragile too.  Every marriage needs the support of friends and family.  On this wedding day I ask all of you not only to be friends of Martine and Ken, but friends of Martine and Ken together, friends of their relationship.

Would you all please join me in a moment of silence?  In this moment of silence, I ask each of you, in your own way, to confer a silent prayer, blessing, wish or hope upon this wedding.  
BLESSING:


Martine and Ken, may the love you have found grow in meaning and strength until its beauty is shown in a common devotion to all that is compassionate and life-giving.  May the flow of your love help brighten the face of the earth.  May the source of all love touch and bless all of us and grace our lives with color and courage.
I would like to close with an Apache wedding prayer:

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.

Now you will feel no loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the other.  

Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, to enter the days of your life together.

And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT:

Since Martine and Ken have vowed to be loyal and loving toward each other, formalizing in our presence the existence of the bond between them, it is my delightful pleasure to pronounce them husband and wife.

You may kiss the bride.


I present to you, Ken and Martine, husband and wife, united in matrimony!
October 15, 1998
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